Philosophy of Religion Day 15, 2
Philosophy of Religion Day 15:		Conclusion

	Content:
1. In-class writing
	Method:
1. In class writing (50 minutes)



Instructor’s Introduction: Today’s objective is to wrap up the unit on philosophy of religion. The suggested means is to have students write an in-class essay. Doing so should give them practice writing a philosophical essay as well as provided an opportunity for assessment. If you’d like a more active wrap-up, a debate is a second option.



Goals and Key Concepts:
1. Students should demonstrate an understanding of one of the key issues in philosophy of religion.
2. Students should gain practice at writing philosophically.
3. Key Concepts: none



1. In-Class Writing (option 1)
Ask students to spend the class session writing an essay answering one of the following questions of their choice:

1. Should religious beliefs be based on faith, rationality, or both? Justify your answer. Be sure to explain epistemic values and their role in this debate.

2. What is the cosmological argument? Choose at least one objection to the cosmological argument and explain it. How would a defender of the cosmological argument respond? Is the cosmological argument or the objection decisive?

3. What is the teleological argument? Choose at least one objection to the teleological argument and explain it. How would a defender of the teleological argument respond? Is the teleological argument or the objection decisive?

4. What is the ontological argument? Choose at least one objection to the ontological argument and explain it. How would a defender of the ontological argument respond? Is the ontological argument or the objection decisive?

5. What is the problem of evil? How might a theist defend religious belief from the problem of evil? Is the defense sufficient, or is the problem of evil decisive?

2. In-Class Debate (option 2)
If you’d prefer to wrap-up the philosophy of religion unit with an activity rather than a writing exercise, you can use a debate. There are guidelines and tips for debate in the fifth lesson of the free will unit and in lesson two of the political philosophy unit. One team should argue that rationality should guide us when it comes to beliefs about religion (pro Clifford) while the other should argue that faith (passional factors) should be used (pro James).
