Philosophy of Religion Day 04, 2
Philosophy of Religion Day 4:		The World and Religion

	Content:
1. Religion and the World (35 minutes)
2. Arguments from Religious Experiences (5 minutes)
3. Arguments from the Nature of the World (10 minutes)
	Method:
1. Activity
2. Discussion/Lecture
3. Discussion/Lecture



Instructor’s Introduction: Today’s objective is to get students to reflect on what in people’s experiences of the world might lead them to believe in religion, and specifically that a classical-theistic God exists.



Goals and Key Concepts:
1. Students should reflect upon how we experience and explain the world.
2. Students should understand the sources of a posteriori arguments for God’s existence.
3. Key Concepts: none
















1. Religion and the World: Numbered Heads Activity
With the ontological argument, the class explored how the specific qualities of the concept of God (in other words, the definition of God) might be used to argue for God’s existence. Now we want to turn our attention to what the world is like and our experiences of it, to see if there are a posteriori arguments for God’s existence—that is, arguments based on observing the world.

NUMBERED HEADS activity

A. THINK/INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION (10 minutes)
Ask students to think about and write down answers to the following questions.

1. What in people’s experiences might make them feel that God exists?

2. What features of what the world is like might make someone think that God exists?

B. SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (15 minutes)
Create groups of approximately four students each. Ask each group to assign a number to each group member, one to four (or however many are in the group). Explain that each group will discuss the questions and that at the end of the discussion time you will randomly choose a number. The member of each group whose number is called will report back to the whole class about what their group developed. (The idea is that by assigning numbers and then calling on a random number, all students will feel motivated to participate actively.)

C. REPORTING TO CLASS (10 minutes)
Proceed to call a number and have the appropriate representative from each group report to the class. You’ll likely want to keep a list of responses to each question on the board.


2. Arguments from Religious Experiences (5 minutes)
With these next two segments of the lesson, you’ll want to summarize and organize the ideas presented by the groups—that will set up the next few lessons. In answering the first question, the focus should be on religious experiences that people have. This can be brief. What needs to be pointed out is simply that many people have personal religious experiences—whether as dramatic as Moses and the burning bush or simply the feeling of a personal relationship with God. These people take the experiences to provide empirical support for belief in God. Let students know that the next lesson will explore arguments from religious experiences.

3. Arguments from the Nature of the World (10 minutes)
Here you’ll want to categorize the responses from the second question into two broad categories that will correspond loosely to cosmological-type arguments and teleological-type arguments. In the former category will be all responses that have to do with explaining the origins of the world/universe, there needing to be a first cause that created the world, of tracing chains of causes of events back to a beginning event or source, or explaining why there is something rather than nothing (in general). Generally, anything that has to do with supposing that science or other endeavors outside of religion are too limited to explain the mystery of the world’s existence falls into this category. The other category includes any responses which revolve around there being order or purpose in the world that suggests an intelligent designer. Anything that has to do with complexity—e.g., the complexity of life—or patterns, meaning, functions, organization, or order falls into this category. Briefly explain the motivation for this taxonomy and that the two categories correspond to these two types of arguments. Let students know they will be the subjects of future lessons.

